
  International Journal of Innovative Research in Engineering & Management (IJIREM) 

 ISSN: 2350-0557, Volume-9, Issue-1, February 2022  

https://doi.org/10.55524/ijirem.2022.9.1.92 

Article ID IRP229190, Pages 436-439 

                                           www.ijirem.org 

Innovative Research Publication    436 

 

Minorities and Multilingualism in India: Language in Education 

Dr. Prabhu Nath Singh1, and Dr. Ram Murat Verma2 

1,2Assistant Professor, Department of Education, Sanskriti University, Mathura, Uttar Pradesh, India 

Correspondence should be addressed to Dr. Prabhu Nath Singh;  Prabhu.soe@sanskriti.edu.in 

Copyright © 2022 Made Dr. Prabhu Nath Singh et al. This is an open-access article distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution 

License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. 

 

 

ABSTRACT- It is impossible to fully handle education 

in India without taking into account the country's 

linguistic and cultural context. This main purpose of this 

paper is to provide background knowledge concerning 

India's linguistic elements. The term "minorities" is 

considered in the context of India, and indeed the extra 

clothes by the Indian Constitution for minority 

communities is examined. Going to follow that, there is a 

consideration on language policy in Indian education, as 

well as an analysis of several college course ideas. 

Among the relevant areas explored are the variety of 

languages taught, the language of instruction, and 

curriculum design for residents of minority languages. 

The paper will also discuss several linguistic revolutions 

and their impact upon Indian education. Language is one 

of the most controversial subjects in Indian education. 

India, being a democratic, multilingual country and its 

educators are always discussing whether tongues should 

be exploited as a teaching medium, specifically for 

consumers of minority languages with no standard 

written forms. 

KEYWORDS- Anglo Indians, Constitutional 

Protection, Indian Education, Multilingualism, Minority 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Various waves of invasion and colonization (the Aryans, 

the Moghuls, the Portuguese, and the British); (ii) free 

relocation within both states and territories [1]; (iii) 

democratic background leading to language 

rearrangement of regions having followed Indian-

Independence in 1947; and (iv) the presence of different 

ethnicities are all factors that contribute to India's 

language shift. India is split into 27-linguistically 

structured states and 9-union-territories on a political 

level. In India, the linguistic landscape is very 

complicated [2]. Aside from the dominant regional 

language, every area or state's linguistic-situation is 

compounded by the existence of numerous minority-

languages, as well as background dialects, around of 

which lack recognized-scripts [3]. Given the lack of 

consensus among linguists on what constitutes a language 

and what constitutes a dialect, determining the precise 

quantity of tongues spoken in India is challenging. Sir 

G.A.Grierson's Philological Investigation of India, 

directed between 1887 and 1928, found 179 languages 

and 544 dialects, making it the first effort to codify 

India's linguistic variety [4]. Following India's 

independence in 1947, the second effort was undertaken 

in the 1951 Census. The census found at least of 845 

languages, excluding variations, in the rebranded Union 

Republic of India, 60 of which were spoken and at least 

100,000 people each [5]. In a government like India, 

where lines are drawn by religion, language, caste, 

ethnicity, culture, and socioeconomic conditions, one of 

the issues faced by that of the authors of the Indian 

Constitution was to establish safeguards for the country's 

marginalized groups [6].  

The demographic situation at the time had an unusual 

makeup. Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, ,ParseesZoroastrians 

who migrated to India two millennia ago to leakage 

persecution in Persia, and AngloIndians children of 

diverse matrimonies between the English and Indians 

were among the officially recognized minorities, many of 

whom had religious identities[7]. A significant quantity 

of additional national and language groupings could also 

be identified among the populace, and they often sought 

recognition as scheduled castes and tribes[8].India's 

indigenous tribes need particular attention [9]. According 

to the 1980 census, the scheduled-castes had a population 

of 104,754,623, while scheduled tribes had a population 

of 51,628,638. Scheduled castes and tribes made up 

around 23.510 percent of the country's-population (India 

1985: 18; Shah 1982) [10]. The register identified 613-

tribal groups speaking 304-tribal mother-tongues Non-

tribal communities were hampered by a lack, which was 

reduced down to 101 various languages. The fact that 

since most tribal communities have geographically varied 

home languages while some are ethnically mixed adds to 

the multilingual landscape's complexity. This will be seen 

by the mismatch here between number number 

indigenous tribes and the frequency of tribal primary 

languages indicated above [11]. For example, the 22-

tribes of Assam have 60-mother-tongues divided into 40-

languages, while the 58-tribes of MadhyaPradesh have 93 

mother-tongues assembled into 38-languages, 

representing 7 percent and 22 percent of the country's 

total tribal population, respectively. The main languages 

with which a tribal group interacts may be varied in 

certain instances. This is attributable to the reality that (a) 

a cannibal tribe living in the vicinity will have more than 

one dominant language, and (b) a tribal residential 

community in a non-contiguous territory might have had 

more than one dominant language. For example, 

approximately 30% of the three million Santhals speak 

Bengali in West Bengal, 13% speak Oriya in Orissa, and 

49% speak Hindi in Bihar [12]. Communicators of minor 
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language groups (language groups not listed in Schedule 

VIII of the Constitution), sound system of languages of 

the world who become victims of discrimination as a 

result of the spread (e.g., Telugu migrants in the 

Kannada-speaking state of Karnataka), and 

communicators of belo languages are all language's 

minorities in Rajasthan (languages not included in 

schedule VIII of the Constitution). Except in a 

democracy, there can be no discussion of minorities[13]. 

The issue would not exist in that manner unless there was 

democracy" The architects of the Indian-Constitution 

were fully awake of the complexities of India's alternative 

issue, as well as the potential for division in a newly 

independent nation if minorities' rights were not explicitly 

defined.  

Citizens' basic privileges are failsafe to all peoples. This 

implies that every Indian citizen, nonetheless of creed, 

sex, ethnicity, caste, linguistic, or nation, has access to 

these basic rights[14]. All people are granted political and 

social rights. To ensure that no segment of the population 

suffers as a result of the majority's quirks and impulses, 

the Structure has given minorities with not only 

fundamental rights, but also rights that will help them 

preserve their faith, culture, and language are all 

important to them. Special rights for communities have 

been inserted in the legislation to empower women by 

ensuring the continuation of minorities' organizations and 

giving minority independence in their governance. One of 

the difficulties inside the British rulers' transition of 

power during the independence war was the safeguarding 

of India's diversity [15]. The Indian National Congress, 

the significant nationalist opposition leader, thought the 

best way to tackle the situation of minorities was to 

establish a full list of essential provisions of the 

constitution, which might apply to all Indian citizens 

regardless of religious affiliation. While it is impossible 

to describe the subsequent discussions and modifications 

in this space, many resolutions were adopted[16]. 

II. DISCUSSION ON MULTILINGUALISM IN 

INDIA 

 The primary vernacular issues in Indian education are as 

follows: (1) languages that often included a medium of 

instruction in schools at a range of levels and in a variety 

of situations; (2) Languages to be pursued as disciplines 

and (3) the roles that Hindi and English should play [17]. 

During British administration in India, English became 

the language of teaching for historical reasons. Soon after 

independence, it was believed that using Indian languages 

as a medium of teaching was the only option to restore 

long-forgotten Indian languages while still ensuring 

democratic rights. The main regional languages of India 

were utilized as mediums of teaching before to 1864, 

when English was established as the exclusive medium of 

instruction [18]. As a result, with little modernization, 

they could perform this new function, but the main issue 

was with minority languages. Following independence, 

there were two major debates: In the early stages, what 

dialect can be used for minority language groups, and 

how long will English be utilized at the college level? 

Approximately 76% of the people who speak their first 

language as their mother-tounge [19]. These quiet grasses 

out a sizable group of linguistic-minorities (of different 

kinds) that makes up almost half of the US population. 

How realistic and practicable is this population particular 

the huge the substantial percentage of Indian languages 

and the fact because not all of them have scripts, but 

some of those that do without any literary tradition? The 

fact is that not all language is given the very same degree 

of consideration. Only 17-languages are included in the 

Constitution's schedule 8th [20]. Only 58 languages are 

studied and utilized as a medium of education in the 

circumstances and union-territories at the moment, 

despite the large number of languages spoken.  

The Indian government's official policies, as well as those 

of all state-governments, support the use of the 

mothertongue as a mediocre of teaching, atleast in the 

early points, and preferably during one's academic career. 

There has been no significant difficulty in executing this 

strategy for speakers of the country's main national 

languages approximately 91% of its population in their 

"home" states. Small-towns and rural-regions, accessible 

for minor groups of migrant offspring, have found it more 

difficult to execute this strategy. The actual issue for 

minority that speak a tribal or some other language that 

isn't recognised is deciding on a medium of education. 

The primary rationale for utilizing these languages as 

subjects and/or media in the lack of formal recognition is 

to confirm the language identity of something like the 

student and to assist the acquisition of simple helps such 

as construing and reckoning. Yonder this, many 

instructors and even-parents believe that so many of these 

languages are of minimal usefulness to children, owing to 

the lack of printed work in these languages. As a direct 

consequence, there are three types of education: one 

where the "foremost" medium seems to be the state's 

dominant language (which is used in the number of 

schools); two where a minority communication is used as 

the language of education sometimes when at least 10 

students in some kind of a specific group of students 

request it; and three where a minority communication will 

be used as the preferred means in the university. The so-

called "uncultivated" or tribal language are frequently for 

use as media only until the completion of the primary 

level, earning them the moniker "subordinate" media, 

whereupon the state vernacular take over as the dominant 

medium. "Mainstreaming" is the terminology for this 

procedure. That whenever a minority language is 

acknowledged as one of the native languages, it is 

allowed to do so in school [21].  

Although other language, including some recognized 

indigenous languages, are recognized only in the 

elementary years, all union territories have their own state 

main language as the primary language of education. 

Replacing English as the language of teaching at the 

college/university level has proven to be more difficult. 

Many of the factors that have led to this predicament are 

shared by a huge proportion of former colonial 

administration that are multilingual countries. Among 

contending native languages, English is regarded as a 

"neutral" language as well as a famous international 

language and may be used across frontiers [22]. There are 

several advantages to utilizing English as a medium of 

guidance: it is not geographically restricted, and it has a 

more established vocabulary and register in fields such as 

science, technology, and healthcare. Fear of 

provincialization and deterioration in quality, as well as 
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the postponement in granting formal recognition to local 

dialects in domains such as administering and law, lead to 

the perception that native languages have minimal benefit 

in higher education in an age of rapid maneuverability 

and technological innovation. While policymakers 

acknowledge the importance of fostering all mother 

tongues, implementation is challenging. Even if a local 

and state language is made accessible as a communication 

at an university or college, students and professors prefer 

not to use it [23]. A sad reflection, but one that most 

minority and tribal language learners in India, as well as 

several other multilingual countries, can attest to. The 

responders were fully aware of the reality, and their 

replies to the preceding questions are backed up by their 

response to the following question: "In each of the 

abovementioned languages, what level of expertise 

should be anticipated?" 

Their answers are presented in rapports of the total 

proficiency in each of these languages that they anticipate 

their pupils to attain [24]. Hindi is not widely recognized 

by all linguistic groups. Several of them have been 

fighting for recognition in India's sociopolitical, 

pecuniary, and edifying institutions. Some-languages 

have fought for formal acknowledgment, while others 

have fought for greater positions and therefore greater 

significance and authority for their languages. We shall 

look at some of these schedules and their outcome on the 

Indian informative organization in the next part. India's 

official attitude toward minorities is positive; there are no 

threats of extinction or efforts to integrate. There are 

many constitutional protections in place to protect all 

ethnicities, matter the size or educational qualifications. 

For thousands of years, India has been able to preserve its 

multilingual character by assigning various kinds of 

social/political responsibilities to different languages. As 

a consequence, a non-conflicting form of social 

bilingualism has survived. A pluralist practice was 

implicit in it, encouraging linguistic minority to maintain 

their cultural uniqueness. Some of the issues we confront 

today stem from the fact that India was split into 

handsome positions before to independence, each with its 

own language policy. With the establishment of Pakistan 

and the subsequent development of provincial 

philological positions shortly afterwards individuality, a 

scarce of the major official lingos felt weak in the new 

system. Only a handful have been designated as regional 

official languages. Members of other speech communities 

were unable to move about because of this. Reciters of 

Konkani, for specimen, believed that their language's 

exclusion from Timetable VIII of the Structure was due 

to a lack of standardization. The Roman, Devanagari, 

Kannada, and Malayalam scripts are used to write 

Konkani, a languages being spoken India's southwest. 

The Konkani speakers demanded script standardization, 

Inclusion in Schedules 8th and acknowledgment as an 

official language of Goa. Majority groups seek to 

establish their own language as the language languages in 

the community (e.g., Hindi in Bihar, Oriya in Orissa, 

etc.), and the Santhals are expected to give up their tribal 

characteristics in this effort at detribalization. Tribal 

officials are concerned about losing their traditional 

values and have launched a campaign to preserve tribal 

education, which they refer to as "a wonderful heritage." 

The goal of this campaign is to create new ethnic and 

language indicators in order to protect the tribe against 

absorption and incorporation [25].  

The main demands of the "Adivasi (aboriginal) 

movements" are: I the construction of a distinct 

provincial for indigenous tribes; (ii) the inclusion of at 

least one knowledgeable tribal representative in the state 

cabinet; and (iii) the use of Santhali and some other tribal 

languages as a medium of instruction. The community's 

linguistic and customs play a significant part in this 

effort, which may be thought of as a nativization 

movement. Rather of embracing the Hindu customs of its 

neighbors, the indigenous Santhal tribe is attempting to 

write down their traditions and create a unique script to 

document them. Two kinds of opposition language 

movements may be recognized in relation to the Hindi 

language. Other language communities' united resistance 

to Hindi is an example of one kind of activity. Hindi was 

selected as the certified linguistic of India for the goals of 

unity and nationalism. Hindi was the most commonly 

spoken language in India throughout the independence 

struggle. The greatest proponents of Hindi, once raised to 

this status, were in supportive of establishing a "pure" yet 

"manufactured" version of Hindi, rather than the ordinary 

"marketplace" variant, known as "Hindustani," which was 

the language of the freedom struggle. Other regional 

languages include Sanskrit, Persian, and others also 

contribute to Hindustani's lexicon [26]. Purists, 

expressing Hindu nationalism, wanted Persian phrases to 

be banned for political reasons. They also demanded a 

complete conversion to Hindi and the abolition of 

English. Non-Hindi speakers were enraged, seeing it as 

an example of language oppression and chauvinism. 

Several regional language organizations, particularly in 

WestBengal and TamilNadu, were vehemently opposed 

to Hindi (South India). The populations of these countries 

speak Bengali and Tamil, which would be their own 

languages, believed that Hindi is a comparatively new 

language. They also said that Hindi lacked Bengali and 

Tamil's strong literary heritage. They were concerned that 

the planned regulation would give Hindi speakers an 

unfair edge over non-Hindi chatterers. Additionally, there 

has been internal resistance to Hindi. Different speech 

groups, whose grammatical protocols are we speaking 

about historically regarded as provincial languages of 

Hindi, are leading this fight. In this instance, the 

movement is calling for the establishment of independent 

states, such as Bhojpur, VishalHaryana, and Bundelkhand 

[27]. According to advocates of this movement, 

conventional jurisdictional boundaries based on dominant 

languages are illegitimate since typically cut over 

geographic borders, dividing multilingual minorities. 

Bhojpuri (a Hindi regional dialect) listeners may be found 

in Bihar And uttar Pradesh, Bundelkhandi vernacular 

listeners in UttarPradesh and MadhyaPradesh, and 

Haryanvi way of speaking listeners in Haryana, 

UttarPradesh, and Delhi [28]. 

III. CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATION 

In this article, I've attempted to demonstrate how India is 

attempting to formulate educational policy while dealing 

with a difficult linguistic issue. The higher education 

system must confront both mass lack of education and 

space age future technologies; it must compare the easy - 
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to - understand desire for indigenous languages with the 

pragmatic need for dynamic conditional on the source 

language; and it must structure - process mobility without 

antagonising geographical linguistic interests. As a 

response, the administration and experts have agreed to 

an accord that systematises language learning by 

supporting the research on three languages. Numerous 

minority groups in The country are progressively 

becoming aware of the laws and seeking to gain a formal 

place in the school system. Others employ a technique of 

selective adaptability and absorption. One of humankind's 

largest language immersion projects, coupled with a 

continuing massive literacy campaign, seems to be the 

three-language plan. The next few years will determine 

whether main languages such as Hindi or English will be 

"replicative," or if minority language speakers will try to 

claim their right to be educated in their own mother 

tongue, thus wanting to continue a tradition of language 

teaching in which minority languages are given equal 

poundage. This is a difficult job, particularly for a 

growing economy. However, as part of its commitment to 

independent values, India is production a concerted 

energy to preserve and promote sectional dialects by 

encouraging their usage in school. 
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